I. Race studies and general education The term race 


Part 2 


If race and language, race and nationality, race and state, race and creed may not or at least not 
be directly related to one another, if it is above all urgent to first of all sharply separate all these pairs of 
terms, how does one appear? Race? How is the term “race” to be determined? 

First the question: how does the breed appear? How does research come to come up with divorced 
racial images? If you think of the yellow and black or the “red skins”, the division seems to be clear. But 
how does research in Europe come up with different race images? 


A race researcher coming to Germany from outside would certainly be completely confused at 
first by the confusion. He may come first on counting all blonde to a race, as the bright H aar him 
probably first auffiele. but the difficulty is already increasing as to where the blonde is to be 
distinguished from the brown. If there were no transitions, however, another confusion would arise: 
there are tall and short blondes, short-headed and long-headed blondes, blondes with blue eyes and - 
albeit less often - blondes with brown eyes; There blonde with soft H aar, Blonde with hard Haar. 
should the race researcher establish new breeds each time? There would be a myriad of races, since he 
would have to classify the dark-haired as well. S but ven if he had recorded as a number of individual 
races, he would over time make the observation that for. B. from marriages of two dark, short-headed 
blond children with long heads or in some cases a blond long-headed and a dark, short-headed child, or 
children who show all transitions and combinations. As a race, however, it should only bring together 
groups of people who repeatedly produce their own kind. 


If a coincidence now led this researcher to European areas in which the population is uniform 
or at least almost uniform, if chance or the most thorough research led him to the European areas of 
comparatively greatest racial purity, a classification should result more quickly. In Sweden or Schleswig- 
Holstein, for example, he would find a particularly large number of tall, blond, blue-eyed people with 
narrow, long heads, with light skin, soft hair and a number of other characteristics. He would find z. B. 
in the Alps, where a particularly large number of smaller brown- or black-haired people live with short, 
round heads and flat noses, with yellowish-brownish skin, tighter hair and certain other characteristics. 
In the mountains of Albania, Bosnia and Serbia, but also in the Austrian Alps, he would find tall, black- 
haired people with short heads and strongly protruding noses noticeably frequent; in other areas he 
would find other combinations of characteristics with a particular frequency. so it would be possible for 
the racial researcher to come faster to the classification that corresponds to the real racial image of 
Europe. When researching the populations living between the areas mentioned, however, he would find 
large stretches of land in which the above-described confusion of characteristics prevails. 


If you cross Central Europe in a north-south direction, for example from Schleswig-Holstein 
over the Alps near south Italy, the following picture emerges: the small north-west German area, in 


which the tall, blond, light-eyed long heads with light skin are more common, is already evident not 
quite uniformly populated; in a minority there are smaller, darker people. The presence of darker people 
increases, however, the further you get close to the south and becomes more noticeable south of the 
Harz. A diverse picture emerges in central Germany. Blonde long heads next to blonde short heads, dark 
short heads next to dark long heads, next to them a large number of medium-sized heads with medium- 
dark hair, small blondes next to tall blondes, blue-eyed blondes next to blue-eyed browns. In a family, 
the various characteristics are often distributed differently across all children. so the picture remains in 
southern Germany, only that gradually the addition of the tall, blond and long-headed is less, that of the 
short, dark and short-headed is larger. Finally, in certain areas of the Alps, there is again a relatively 
uniform picture: the dark, short-grown short heads. But already in the northern Italian Po Valley again 
a confusing diversity; Blondes, also short-headed blondes, are appearing more frequently again, as well 
as short dark short heads and occasionally small dark long heads. The blondes get lost when they leave 
Umbria, and now dark medium pots live next to dark short pots and dark long heads. Medium and 
short heads are finally getting lost and now small dark long heads give the image of an almost uniform 
population. - Other transitions would arise in the Bavarian Alps and in Tyrol if we were to go on a hike 
to the south-east into the Eastern Alps and the South Slavic and Albanian mountains, where a more 
uniform picture would then emerge: the tall short heads with protruding noses, which picture against 
Greece again lost in mixtures. 


Still other transitions would arise from north-west Germany on an eastward migration, namely 
a gradual decrease in slim, narrow-faced blondes with a corresponding increase in stocky, broad-faced 
blondes, until these occurred again with particular frequency in certain Polish and Russian areas. 


Where are the pure races now? Are they really only represented by those minorities in the five 
designated areas? But the little blond long skulls might also represent a breed? The tall dark long skulls 
maybe one too? The broad faces with strongly protruding nose also one? Or maybe there are no races at 
all and everything is a senseless game of nature? Dark parents can have blond children, tall parents can 
have short children. - The reality is confusing, and if the five areas of relatively uniform populations did 
not allow any conclusions to be drawn, if there were also no prehistoric and historical graves that bear 
testimony, it would be conceivable that the investigation of the European racial relations did not get 
beyond the beginnings would. Deniker ( Les Races et les Peuples de la Terre ) did not come to a clear 
separation of the pure races and the mixed populations in 1898/99. He still accepts six main races ( races 
principales ) and four secondary races ( races secondaires ) in Europe. Ripley (The Races of Europe , first 
1899) adopts three European races. The research results, which Ripley could have already determined, 
indicate five main European breeds. 


In addition to these five main races, other races can be represented here and there as weaker or 
stronger impacts, mainly through impacts in the form of individual genetic traits of prehistoric 
European races distributed over the population. A stronger impact of the Cro-magnon breed, which 
dates back to the Paleolithic, can be described particularly when looking at German racial relations. 
Such impacts can make it very difficult to identify the racial composition of a population, even after a 
thorough racial investigation, especially since the mixing of races is so advanced in Europe today. 


However, even if there were no more pure-bred people with even more advanced mixing of 
races than today, even if the areas of comparatively pure races had disappeared through crossbreeding or 
had never existed at all, even if a (at first glance) confused confusion of all characteristics would 
distribute indiscriminately - even then, the research into the pure racial images that make up this “mess” 
should not be given up, even then, in many cases, the parts of the pure racial images scattered over the 
“mess” could still be proven and through strange interrelationships (correlations) Characteristics to the 
original pure racial images are combined. If the investigation of the individual countries shows the 
occurrence of tall and short stature, blond and dark hair, long and short skulls and all the other 
characteristics in numerical overviews, if all conscripts in a country are measured near body height, skull 
shape, skin, hair and eye color, this is how this investigation proceeds, establishing an overall average 
through an entire people or a tribe or a ethnic group, as if the whole people were a single mixed area, 
and such overviews of numbers alone can prove the validity of certain racial images. 


In the case of compilations of this kind, which have often been carried out by the authorities in 
the larger states - unfortunately with the exception of Germany - namely in Italy as in France, in 
Scandinavia as in England, the interrelationships (correlations, affinities ) apply between the individual 
features, e.g. E.g. the more dark eyes appear in a population, the more dark hair and vice versa, the larger 
the population, the more - with the significant exception of the specified Adriatic region and certain 
Alpine regions and the significant exception of north-eastern European regions - blonde hair occurs, the 
more bright eyes too; the more blond a population is, the rarer the brown eyes, the more common - 
with a significant exception in north-eastern European areas - the long heads. The darker a population is 
in Germany, with the exception of certain Alpine regions, the smaller, short-headed and blunt-nosed it 
is, and the rarer the light-colored eyes in it. 


If two groups of the University of Freiburg i. Br. Measured students, a group with blond hair 
and blue eyes (478 cases) and a group with dark hair and eyes (265 cases), the students in the light group 
were on average taller, long-headed or less short-headed and with a larger chest; with increasing body 
height, the head index decreased much mote in the light people than in the dark. 


There are interrelationships between body height and head shape on the one hand and the shape 
of the pelvis on the other hand: "Long heads have a larger relative transverse dimension of the pelvic 
entrance than round heads." thus - at least today, that is, before the races were mixed up even more 
thoroughly - certain interrelationships between the various characteristics emerge, and this ultimately 
results in pure racial images. The five maps of the Norwegian Mére district are intended to provide a 
simple example. Since when two or more races are crossed, the individual characteristics of the crossed 
races - with the exception of characteristics that are caused by coupled hereditary factors, about the 
occurrence of which in humans is still little known - must be inherited separately from one another, but 
there must be interrelationships, as they are when offsetting racial masses surrender, do not refer to races 
in all cases; they can also correspond to frequently occurring combinations of the characteristics of two 
or more races, as they occur in one area or among a class or group of people. But here - in a generally 
understandable book - one cannot dwell on the questions that arise here. 


If one looks at the maps of England on the distribution of body height, colors and skull shape, 
there is, by and large, a clear correspondence between the areas of highest growth, those of the lightest 
colors and those of the longest skulls. The same result shows the examination of the racial maps of 
France, only that here from the Mediterranean coast in the area of low growth and dark colors again 


pronounced long-headedness occurs: it shows that next to the high, light long-headed race in the west 
of France, a small dark one long-skulled race is to be distinguished in the south, while large areas 
between these two long-skulled races fall according to the cards of a small, dark, short-skulled race. In 
the Adriatic area referred to above and in certain Alpine areas it is also evident that one must distinguish 
between two types of people within the area of dark colors: tall, snub-nosed short heads and short, 
blunt-nosed short heads. In eastern central and northern Germany, in the coastal areas of the Baltic Sea 
and in Poland, one has to distinguish two types of people within the predominantly light-colored area: 
tall, narrow-nosed, narrow-faced long heads and short, rather broad-nosed, broad-faced short heads. 
The relationships between the individual characteristics ultimately result in the existence of five specific 
European racial images, to which the individual features of the map shots are composed: In the racial 
images of larger numbers of people, blonde - with the exception of the Adriatic region and north- 
eastern Europe - mostly indicates large and long-haired , on fair-eyed and on fair skin; In Germany, 
Klein usually has dark skin, dark eyes, dark hair and a short, round skull shape with a blunt, flat nose; in 
East Germany, it also has (ash) blond hair and light eyes. In Austria and southern Bavaria, there are two 
racial images within the dark-haired, dark-eyed, short-headed population: tall, steep-headed short heads 
with strong, curved lips on the one hand, short, round-headed short heads with blunt, flat noses on the 
other. so at the point at which such indicative lines (short, tall, long-headed, short-headed, blond, dark- 
haired, etc.) intersect, there is the pure image of the respective race in this intersection: the racial "type" 
(as Idea in the platonic sense). 


After one had found the main racial pictures of Europe in their main characteristics, one could 
find finer characteristics, e.g. B. Determine details of the skull bones, hardness or softness of the hair, 
eyelid formation, mouth shape, chin shape, ear shape etc. for the individual races depending on the 
accumulation of certain traits where a race was particularly predominantly represented. Before very 
detailed investigations of individual landscapes and of entire sexes have been undertaken, various 
conceptions will still be possible as to details, finer characteristics of the various racial images. Minor 
impacts from poorly represented races, such as impacts from prehistoric European races that are mostly 
considered "extinct", can, however, appear as individual characteristics so distributed over the 
population that it will not be easy, as it were, the scattered characteristics of a certain race to collect. In 
any case, however, a population made up of nothing but half-breeds is subject to the just mentioned idea 
of race and must show it clearly in its inheritance. The inheritance symptoms within a population can 
only be explained by the existence of certain racial images. Therefore it should be noted at this point 
that a thorough knowledge of racial phenomena and a reliable assessment of the controversial questions 
of race research is only possible for those who know the laws of inheritance. 


The most appropriate version of the term race emerges after considering the phenomena 
mentioned: 


A race presents itself in a unified group of people, which again and again only produce their 
own kind. 


A uniform group of people should mean here: a group of people who differs from every other 
group of people (summarized in such a way) through the combination of physical characteristics and 
mental properties that is proper for them. 


When the two sentences are combined, the following results: A race is represented in a group of 
people that differs from every other group of people (summarized in this way) through its own 
combination of physical characteristics and mental characteristics, and which repeatedly produces only 
the same. 


That such an hereditary group of people (as one could also briefly call a race) actually lives as a 
closed unit, which they actually live clearly and neatly enclosed by a belief, a language, a folk, is a very 
rare case. Racially pure, closed groups of people may still form individual Eskimo tribes and were 
probably the Tasmanians, which are now extinct. Again the insight arises: Ethnicity and race belong to 
separate conceptual areas. Race proves to be a unity and equality of inherited and hereditary dispositions. 
A race cannot be delimited on the map like a people or a language, or only very rarely. it will mostly 
have one or more areas of the greatest purity and around these areas in which it occurs more or less 
mixed. 


Race studies are in the awkward position of having to explain the vast majority of European 
people to be hybrids, or bastards. That makes it an embarrassing, disruptive science and gives it 
something uncomfortable like that "know yourself" prompt. 


Racial education in Europe like the intrusion but even more he sc are hwert by the 
rassenkundliche facts are most calculated to strike against general prejudices and resistances. The results 
of racial studies are all too easily distorted and passed on without judgment in everyday life, or its results 
- the results of a group science - are applied to very isolated cases and are often used both without 
judgment and rejected without judgment. Racial science presents itself to the general consciousness very 
differently than any other science: it has to do with that which is very close to every human being and in 
which every human being is particularly sensitive: with the unchangeable hereditary and heritable 
physical and mental traits of human beings even. 


